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Emotion Tropesin Mandarin Chinese 4-Character Idioms:
Cognitive M odels and Linguistic Sructures

This paper aims to explore emotion tropes in Mandarin Chinese 4-character idioms
from the perspective of The Conceptual Metaphor Theory. Extrapolated from the data are
the seven most productive conceptua modes, which account for most emotion idiomsin
the data, showing a considerable degree of conceptual systematicity. An overwheming
majority of Chinese 4-character emotion idioms are metaphoric or metonymic, among
which complex tropes are very common. It is aso found that most of the extrapolated
conceptual models are related in one way or another to their linguistic structures. Thus
studies on the linguistic structures of conceptua tropes should not be ignored.
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