
Syllabus 
 

LIN838P—LINGUISTIC PREHISTORY OF THE PHILIPPINES 
Third trimester, School year 2005-2006 
Instructor: Dr. Hsiu-chuan Liao 
Time: Saturday 3:30–6:45PM 
Place: Y-610 
E-mail: liaoh@dlsu.edu.ph or hsiuchuanliao@yahoo.com 
Office: LS Mezz.-253 (Linguistics Office) 
Office Phone: 526-14-02 (direct line); 524-46-11 Loc. 247 
Cell Phone: 0927-959-3688 (No text message/call between 11:30AM to 1:30PM, please!) 
Office Hours: Friday 2:00-5:00PM, and by appointment.   
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course aims to provide an overview of the linguistic prehistory of the Philippines.  
Topics to be covered include: (i) genetic relationships of the languages of the Philippines, 
(ii) Philippine Negrito languages, and (iii) the Tasaday controversy. 
Data will be drawn from a number of Philippine languages representing different 
subgroups and/or different geographical areas.   
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  
Homework assignments 60% 
Presentation 40% 

Grades for this course will be based on homework assignments (60%) and presentation 
(40%). 

 
 
REQUIRED READINGS: 
A collection of articles from journals and books [see Reading List]. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
Week Date Topic/Activity 
Week 1 January 7 Introduction; 10-ICAL practice talks 
Week 2 January 14 Bellwood (1995, 1997) 
Week 3 January 21 Independent Study—10-ICAL 
Week 4 January 28 Ross (2004) 
Week 5 February 4 Proto-Philippines?? (Reid 1982; Zorc 1986) 
Week 6 February 11 Greater Central Philippines (Blust 1991) 
Week 7 February 18 Sama Bajaw languages (Blust 2005) 
Week 8 February 25 Holiday 
Week 9 March 4 Independent Study—Br. Andrew Gonzalez 

Professorial Chair Lecture 
Week 10 March 11 Philippine Negrito languages (Reid 1987; Headland 

and Reid 1989b) 
Week 11 March 18 Philippine Negrito languages (Reid 1994) 
Week 12 March 25 Philippine Negrito languages (Himes 2002) 
Week 13 April 1 The Tasaday language (Reid 1992, 1993) 
Week 14 April 8 The Tasaday language (Reid 1996, 1997) 

Course card distribution 
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Canberra: Department of Anthropology, The Australian National University. 

*Bellwood, Peter.  1997.  Prehistory of the Indo-Malaysian archipelago.  Revised ed.  
Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press.  [Chapter 7, section III-A. Philippines; 
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Southeast Asia.  In Southeast Asia: From prehistory to history, ed. by I. Glover and P. 
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A. Gregg, 333-340.  Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press. 
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languages.  Oceanic Linguistics 41(2):275-294. 
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Linguistic Society of the Philippines. 
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*Reid, Lawrence A.  1993.  Another look at the language of the Tasaday.  Keynote 
Lecture presented to the 3rd Annual Conference of the Southeast Asian Linguistic 
Society (SEALS III), Honolulu, Hawai‘i, May 10-17, 1993. 

*Reid, Lawrence A.  1994.  Possible Non-Austronesian lexical elements in Philippine 
Negrito languages.  Oceanic Linguistics 33:37-72. 

*Reid, Lawrence A.  1996.  The Tasaday tapes.  Pan-Asiatic Linguistics: Proceedings of 
the Fourth International Symposium on Languages and Linguistics, Vol. V, 1743-
1766.  Salaya, Thailand: Institute of Language and Culture for Rural Development, 
Mahidol University at Salaya. 
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ed. by Roger Blench and Matthew Spriggs, 184-208.  London and New York: 
Routledge. 
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Arc Project: Results and prospects from the Philippines and Taiwan, held at the 
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languages.  Bureau of Science, Division of Ethnology Publications, Vol. 5, Part 1.  
Manila: Bureau of Printing. 
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Thomas, David, and Alan Healey.  1962.  Some Philippine language subgroupings: A 
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*Zorc, R. David.  1986.  The genetic relationships of Philippine languages.  In FOCAL II: 
Papers from the Fourth International Conference on Austronesian Linguistics, ed. by 
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