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語言學研究所 102 學年度上學期課程大綱 

科號 LING582100 組別  學分 3 人數限制  

科目中文名稱 南島語歷史語言學專題 教室人社 B305 

科目英文名稱 Topics in Austronesian Historical Linguistics 

任課教師 Dr. Hsiu-chuan Liao (廖秀娟) 

上課時間 Wednesday 9:00AM-12:00noon 

擋修科目  擋修分數  

本所課程  □ 需要         時數  □ 4 小時 

                                V  5 小時 

          □ 不需要 

課程助理 

非本所課程□ 需要         時數  □ 4 小時 

                                □ 5 小時 

          □ 不需要 

 

一、課程說明 

 

 

 

 

 This course assumes a basic knowledge of the Comparative 
Method of historical linguistics.  Its goal is to explore some of 
the most important and/or controversial issues in Austronesian 
historical linguistics.  

 Specific issues to be addressed include: (i) subgrouping of 
Austronesian languages based on phonological evidence, 
morphological evidence, grammatical evidence (morphology and 
syntax), and lexical evidence; (ii) the relationship between 
Austronesian and Tai-Kadai; (iii) the so-called “Tsouic” 
subgroup; (iv) the linguistic position of Rukai and the 
classification of Rukai dialects; (v) the status of Puyuma; (vi) the 
classification of Atayalic dialects. 

***This course will be offered in English. 

POLICY ON AUDITORS 

The auditing option is available only to those who do NOT 
have a student status in Taiwan.  All auditors are expected 
to do the weakly assigned reading and/or assignment, give a 
presentation, and participate in class discussions. 

二、指定用書 A collection of articles from journals and books. 
三、參考書籍 

 

 

Adelaar, Alexander.  2005.  The Austronesian languages of 
Asia and Madagascar: A historical perspective.  In The 
Austronesian languages of Asia and Madagascar, ed. by 
Alexander Adelaar and Nikolaus P. Himmelmann, 1-42.  
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London and New York: Routledge. 
*Blust, Robert A.  1977.  The Proto-Austronesian pronouns 

and Austronesian subgrouping: A preliminary report.  
University of Hawai‘i Working Papers in Linguistics 
9.2:1-15. 

Blust, Robert.  1993.  *S metathesis and the 
Formosan/Malayo-Polynesian language boundary.  In 
Language—A doorway between human cultures: Tributes to 
Dr. Otto Chr. Dahl on his ninetieth birthday, ed. by Øyvind 
Dahl, 178-183.  Oslo: Novus Forlag. 

*Blust, Robert A.  1995.  The position of the Formosan 
languages: Method and theory in Austronesian comparative 
linguistics.  Austronesian Studies Relating to Taiwan, ed. by 
Paul Jen-kuei Li, Cheng-hwa Tsang, Ying-kuei Huang, 
Dah-an Ho, and Chiu-yu Tseng, 585-650.  Symposium 
Series of the Institute of History and Philology, No. 3, 
Academia Sinica.  Taipei: Academia Sinica. 

Blust, Robert A.  1996.  Beyond the Austronesian homeland: 
The Austric hypothesis and its implications for archaeology. 
Prehistoric settlement of the Pacific, ed. by Ward H. 
Goodenough, 117-140.  Transactions of the American 
Philosophical Society Vol. 86, Pt. 5.  Philadelphia: 
American Philosophical Society. 

*Blust, Robert A.  1999.  Subgrouping, circularity and 
extinction: Some issues in Austronesian comparative 
linguistics.  Selected Papers from the Eighth International 
Conference on Austronesian Linguistics, ed. by Elizabeth 
Zeitoun and Paul Jen-kuei Li, 31-94.  Symposium Series of 
the Institute of Linguistics (Preparatory Office), Academia 
Sinica, Number 1.  Taipei: Academia Sinica. 

Blust, Robert A.  2009.  The Austronesian Languages.  
Pacific Linguistics 602.  Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 
(Chapter 5 [The lexicon]—Sections 5.8-5.11 [Semantic 
change; Doubleting; Lexical change; Linguistic paleontology
(pp. 322-342); Chapter 8 [Reconstruction] (pp. 506-593); 
Chapter 9 [Sound change] (pp. 594-680); *Chapter 10 
[Classification] (pp. 681-746). 

*Campbell, Lyle.  2013.  Historical linguistics: An 
introduction, 3rd edition.  Cambridge: MIT Press. [*Ch. 5: 
The Comparative Method and linguistics reconstruction; 
*Ch. 6: Linguistic classification; *Ch. 7: Models of linguistic 
change; Ch. 8 Internal reconstruction; Ch. 14: Distant genetic 
relationship; Ch. 16: Linguistic prehistory; *Ch. 17: 
Quantitative approaches to historical linguistics.] 

*Chang, Henry Y.  2006.  Rethinking the Tsouic Subgroup 
Hypothesis: A morphosyntactic perspective.  In Streams 
converging into an ocean: Festschrift in honor of Professor 
Paul Jen-kuei Li on his 70th birthday, ed. by Henry Y. Chang, 
Lillian M. Huang, and Dah-an Ho, 565-583.  Language and 
Linguistics Monograph Series Number W-5.  Taipei: 
Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica. 

Crowley, Terry.  2004.  The question of dialect and languages 
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in Oceania.  Papers in Austronesian subgrouping and 
dialectology, ed. by John Bowden and Nikolaus P. 
Himmelmann, 3-20.  Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

Dahl, Otto Christian.  1976 [1973].  Proto-Austronesian.  
Scandinavian Institute of Asian Studies Monograph Series 
No. 15.  London: Curzon Press. [Chapters 22 and 23] 

Dyen, Isidore.  1956.  Language distribution and migration 
theory.  Language 32(4):611-626. 

Dyen, Isidore.  1965a.  Formosan evidence for some new 
Proto-Austronesian phonemes.  Lingua 14:285-305. 

Dyen, Isidore.  1965b.  A lexicostatistical classification of the 
Austronesian languages.  International Journal of American 
Linguistics.  Memoir 19.  Baltimore, Waverly Press. 

Dyen, Isidore.  1990.  Homomeric lexical classification.  In: 
Philip Baldi (ed.), Linguistic change and reconstruction 
methodology, pp. 211-30.  Trends in Linguistics, Studies 
and Monographs, No. 45.  Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 

Dyen, Isidore.  2007.  Some evidence favoring the Central 
Hypothesis.  Studies in Philippine Languages & Cultures 
15:1-12. 

Dyen, Isidore, and Shigeru Tsuchida.  1991.  Proto-Philippine 
as the closest relative to Proto-Formosan.  In VICAL 2: 
Papers from the Fifth International Conference on 
Austronesian Linguistics, ed. by Ray Harlow, 85-101.  
Auckland: Linguistic Society of New Zealand. 

Ferrell, Raleigh.  1969.  Taiwan aboriginal groups: Problems 
in cultural and linguistic classification.  Institute of 
Ethnology, Academia Sinica, Monograph No. 17.  Taipei: 
Academia Sinica. 

Harvey, Mark.  1982.  Subgroups in Austronesian.  In Papers 
from the Third International Conference on Austronesian 
Linguistics, ed. by Amran Halim, Stephen A. Wurm, and Lois 
Carrington, 47-99.  Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

Haudicourt, Andre G.  1965.  Problems of Austronesian 
comparative philology.  Lingua 14: 315-329.  (Originally 
published in French in the Bulletin de la Societe de 
Linguistique de Paris in 1964). 

*Ho, Dah-an.  1983.  The linguistic position of Rukai among 
Formosan languages.  Bulletin of the Institute of History and 
Philology Academia Sinica 54(1):121-168. [in Chinese] 

*Ho, Dah-an, and Hsiu-fang Yang.  2000.  Introduction: 
Austronesian language family and Formosan languages.  In 
Formosan Language Series 1-13.  Taipei: Yuan-liu. [In 
Chinese] 

Li, Paul Jen-kuei.  1972.  On comparative Tsou.  Bulletin of 
the Institute of History and Philology Academia Sinica 
44(2):311-338. 

*Li, Paul Jen-kuei.  1977.  The internal relationships of Rukai. 
Bulletin of the Institute of History and Philology Academia 
Sinica 48(1):1-92. 

Li, Paul Jen-kuei.  1980.  The phonological rules of Atayal 
dialects.  Bulletin of the Institute of History and Philology, 
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Academia Sinica (BIHP) 51(2):349-405. 
Li, Paul Jen-kuei.  1981.  Reconstruction of Proto-Atayalic 

phonology.  Bulletin of the Institute of History and 
Philology, Academia Sinica (BIHP) 52(2):235-301. 

*Li, Paul Jen-kuei.  1985.  Linguistic criteria for classifying 
the Atayalic dialect groups.  Bulletin of the Institute of 
History and Philology Academia Sinica 56(4):699-718. 

Li, Paul Jen-kuei.  1988.  A comparative study of Bunun 
dialects.  Bulletin of the Institute of History and Philology 
Academia Sinica 59(2):479-508. 

*Li, Paul Jen-kuei.  1990.  Classification of Formosan 
languages: Lexical evidence.  Bulletin of the Institute of 
History and Philology Academia Sinica 61(4):809-844 
[including comments from Stanley Starosta and William S. Y. 
Wang, and also Li’s reply to Starosta’s comments]. 

Li, Paul Jen-kuei.  1995.  Formosan vs. non-Formosan features 
in some Austronesian languages in Taiwan.  Austronesian 
Studies Relating to Taiwan, ed. by Paul Jen-kuei Li, 
Cheng-hwa Tsang, Ying-kuei Huang, Dah-an Ho, and 
Chiu-yu Tseng, 651-681.  Symposium Series of the Institute 
of History and Philology, Academia Sinica, Number 3.  
Taipei: Academia Sinica. 

Ostapirat, Weera.  2005.  Kra-Dai and Austronesian: Notes on 
phonological correspondences and vocabulary distribution. 
The peopling of East Asia: Putting together archaeology, 
linguistics, and genetics, ed. by Laurent Sagart, Roger 
Blench, and Alicia Sanchez Mazas, 107-131.  London: 
RoutledgeCurzon. 

Rau, Der-Hwa V.  2000.  Phonological variation and sound 
change in Atayal.  Oceanic Linguistics 39(1):144-156. 

*Rau, Der-Hwa Victoria.  2004.  Lexical similarity, sound 
change and intelligibility of Atayalic dialects.  Papers in 
Austronesian subgrouping and dialectology, ed. by John 
Bowden and Nikolaus P. Himmelmann, 37-95.  Canberra: 
Pacific Linguistics. 

Reid, Lawrence A.  1982.  The demise of Proto-Philippines.  
In Papers from the Third International Conference on 
Austronesian Linguistics, Vol. 2: Tracking the travellers, ed. 
by Amran Halim, Lois Carrington and S. A. Wurm, 201-216.  
Canberra: Department of Linguistics, Research School of 
Pacific Studies, The Australian National University. 

Reid, Lawrence A.  1984-85.  Benedict’s Austro-Tai 
hypothesis.  Asian Perspectives 26(1):19-34. 

Reid, Lawrence A.  1994.  Morphological evidence for 
Austric.  Oceanic Linguistics 33(2):323-344. 

Reid, Lawrence A.  1996.  The current state of linguistic 
research on the relatedness of the language families of East 
and Southeast Asia.  Indo-Pacific Prehistory: The Chiang 
Mai papers, vol. 2, ed. by Ian C. Glover and Peter Bellwood, 
87-91.  Bulletin of the Indo-Pacific Prehistory Association 
15.  Canberra: Australian National University. 

Reid, Lawrence A.  1999.  New linguistic evidence for the 
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Austric hypothesis.  Selected papers from the Eighth 
International Conference on Austronesian Linguistics, ed. by 
Elizabeth Zeitoun and Paul Jen-kuei Li, 5-30.  Symposium 
Series of the Institute of Linguistics (Preparatory Office), 
Academia Sinica, No. 1.  Taipei: Academia Sinica. 

Reid, Lawrence A.  2005.  The current status of Austric: A 
review and evaluation of the lexical and morphosyntactic 
evidence.  The peopling of East Asia: Putting together 
archaeology, linguistics, and genetics, ed. by Laurent Sagart,
Roger Blench, and Alicia Sanchez Mazas, 132-160. 
London: RoutledgeCurzon. 

Ross, Malcolm.  1992.  The sound of Proto-Austronesian: An 
outsider’s view of the Formosan.  Oceanic Linguistics 
31(1):23-64. 

Ross, Malcolm D.  1995a.  Some current issues in 
Austronesian linguistics.  In Comparative Austronesian 
dictionary 1, ed. by D. T. Tryon, 45-120.  Berlin: Mouton de 
Gruyter. 

*Ross, Malcolm D.  1995b.  Reconstructing 
Proto-Austronesian verbal morphology: Evidence from 
Taiwan.  Austronesian Studies Relating to Taiwan, ed. by 
Paul Jen-kuei Li, Cheng-hwa Tsang, Ying-kuei Huang, 
Dah-an Ho, and Chiu-yu Tseng, 727-791.  Symposium 
Series of the Institute of History and Philology, Academia 
Sinica, Number 3.  Taipei: Academia Sinica. 

Ross, Malcolm.  2004.  Notes on the prehistory and internal 
subgrouping of Malayic.  Papers in Austronesian 
subgrouping and dialectology, ed. by John Bowden and 
Nikolaus P. Himmelmann, 97-109.  Canberra: Pacific 
Linguistics. 

Ross, Malcolm D.  2005.  The Batanic languages in relation to 
the early history of the Malayo-Polynesian subgroup of 
Austronesian.  Journal of Austronesian Studies 1/2:1-24. 

*Ross, Malcolm.  2009.  Proto Austronesian verbal 
morphology: A reappraisal.  In Austronesian historical 
linguistics and culture history: A Festschrift for Robert Blust, 
ed. by Alexander Adelaar and Andrew Pawley, 295-326.  
Pacific Linguistics 601.  Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

*Ross, Malcolm.  2012.  In defense of Nuclear Austronesian 
(and against Tsouic).  Language and Linguistics 
13(6):1253-1330. 

*Sagart, Laurent.  2004.  The higher phylogeny of 
Austronesian and the position of Tai-Kadai.  Oceanic 
Linguistics 43(2):411-444. 

Sagart, Laurent.  2005a.  Sino-Tibetan-Austronesian: An 
updated and improved argument.  The peopling of East 
Asia: Putting together archaeology, linguistics, and genetics, 
ed. by Laurent Sagart, Roger Blench, and Alicia Sanchez 
Mazas, 161-176.  London: RoutledgeCurzon. [CC101.E18 
P46 2005] 

Sagart, Laurent.  2005b.  Tai-Kadai as a subgroup of 
Austronesian.  The peopling of East Asia: Putting together 
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archaeology, linguistics, and genetics, ed. by Laurent Sagart, 
Roger Blench, and Alicia Sanchez Mazas, 177-181.  
London: RoutledgeCurzon. 

*Sagart, Laurent.  2010.  Is Puyuma a primary branch of 
Austronesian?  Oceanic Linguistics 49(1):194-204. 

*Sagart, Laurent.  2013.  Squib: The higher phylogeny of 
Austronesian: A response to Winter.  Oceanic Linguistics 
52(1):249-254. 

*Starosta, Stanley.  1990.  Subgrouping by lexical similarity.  
Bulletin of the Institute of History and Philology, Academia 
Sinica 61(4):836-840. 

*Starosta, Stanley.  1995.  A grammatical subgrouping of 
Formosan languages.  Austronesian Studies Relating to 
Taiwan, ed. by Paul Jen-kuei Li, Cheng-hwa Tsang, 
Ying-kuei Huang, Dah-an Ho, and Chiu-yu Tseng, 683-726.  
Symposium Series of the Institute of History and Philology, 
Academia Sinica, Number 3.  Taipei: Academia Sinica. 

Starosta, Stanley.  2002.  The rise and fall and rise and fall of 
Proto-Malayo-Polynesian.  In Collected papers on 
Southeast Asian and Pacific languages, ed. by Robert Bauer, 
185-203.  Pacific Linguistics 530.  Canberra: Pacific 
Linguistics. 

*Teng, Stacy Fang-ching, and Malcolm Ross.  2010.  Squib: Is 
Puyuma a primary branch of Austronesian? A reply to Sagart. 
Oceanic Linguistics 49(2):543-558. 

Thurgood, Graham.  1994.  Tai-Kadai and Austronesian: The 
nature of the historical relationship.  Oceanic Linguistics
33(2):345-368. 

Ting, Pang-hsin.  1978.  Reconstruction of Proto-Puyuma 
phonology.  Bulletin of the Institute of History and 
Philology Academia Sinica 49(3):321-392. [in Chinese] 

*Winter, Bodo.  2010.  Squib: A note on the higher phylogeny 
of Austronesian.  Oceanic Linguistics 49(1):282-287. 

Wolff, John.  1995.  The position of the Austronesian 
languages of Taiwan within the Austronesian group.  
Austronesian Studies Relating to Taiwan, ed. by Paul 
Jen-kuei Li, Cheng-hwa Tsang, Ying-kuei Huang, Dah-an 
Ho, and Chiu-yu Tseng, 521-583.  Symposium Series of the 
Institute of History and Philology, No. 3, Academia Sinica.  
Taipei: Academia Sinica. 

Wolff, John U.  2003.  The sounds of Proto Austronesian.  
Issues in Austronesian historical phonology, ed. by John 
Lynch, 1-14.  Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

Wolff, John U.  2007.  Do the Malayo-Polynesian languages 
constitute a subgroup of the Austronesian language family? 
Studies in Philippine Languages & Cultures 15:13-24. 

四、教學方式 

 

 

This course explores important issues/topics in Austronesian 
historical linguistics through a series of readings, lectures, and 
discussions. 

五、教學進度 

 
Tentative schedule 
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Week 1 09/18/2013 Orientation  

Week 2 09/25/2013 The Comparative Method 
(Campbell 2013—Ch. 5) [HC] 

Week 3 10/02/2013 Linguistic Classification, the 
Family-tree model and the ‘Wave 
Theory’ (Campbell 2013—Ch. 6 
and Ch. 7) [HC] 

Week 4 10/09/2013 Quantitative Approaches to 
Historical Linguistics (Campbell 
2013—Ch. 17) [HC] 

Week 5 10/16/2013 Subgrouping of Austronesian 
Languages-I: Phonological (and 
Pronominal) Evidence (Blust 
1995; Blust 1977) 

Week 6 10/23/2013 Subgrouping of Austronesian 
Languages-II: Phonological 
Evidence (Blust 1999) 

Week 7 10/30/2013 Subgrouping of Austronesian 
Languages-III: Phonological 
Evidence (Ho and Yang 2000) 

Week 8 11/06/2013 Subgrouping of Austronesian 
Languages-IV: Lexical Evidence 
(Sagart 2004, 2013; Winter 2010)

Week 9 11/13/2013 Subgrouping of Formosan 
Languages (Li 1990; Starosta 
1990) 

Week 10 11/20/2013 Subgrouping of Austronesian 
Languages-V: Grammatical 
Evidence (Starosta 1995) 

Week 11 11/27/2013 Subgrouping of Austronesian 
Languages-VI: Morphological 
Evidence (Ross 2009) 

Week 12 12/04/2013 The Status of ‘Tsouic’ (Chang 
2006; Ross 2012) 

Week 13 12/11/2013 The Status of Rukai and the 
Classification of Rukai dialects 
(Ho 1983; Li 1977) [Dr. Elizabeth 
Zeitoun] 

Week 14 12/18/2013 The Status of Puyuma (Sagart 
2010; Teng and Ross 2010) [Dr. 
Stacy Fang-ching Teng] 

Week 15 12/25/2013 The Classification of Atayalic 
dialects (*Li 1985 [麗玲]; *Rau 
2004 [育賢]) 
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*Week 16 01/01/2014 No class: New Year Day 

*Week 17 01/08/2014 Term project presentation 

*Week 18 01/15/2014 Term project due (9:00AM) 

六、成績考核 

 

 

 

 The course grade is based entirely on how well the 
following requirements are fulfilled; NO second chance or 
alternative work can be given. 

(a) participation (10%) 

(b) one oral presentation [+ handout] (20%) 

(c) a term paper (accompanied by an oral presentation) 
(70%)  
[Possible term paper topics include (but is NOT limited to) 
the following:  
(i) a literature review of (all available) subgrouping 
hypotheses related to a particular Austronesian language 
or a particular group of Austronesian languages of your 
choice;  
(ii) a review (or a study) of the classification of dialects 
of an Austronesian language of your choice.]  

 Late term paper will be accepted ONLY in DOCUMENTED cases 
of illness or crisis.  

 Students are responsible for material and information covered 
in classes that they miss. 

七、講義位址 

http:// 

 

 


