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Linguistics Institute

National Tsing Hua University

Hsinchu 300, TAIWAN

Telephone: +886-3-5715131 Ext. 34550
Mobile: +886-915080816

Fax: +886-3-5725994

E-mail: wttsai@mx.nthu.edu.tw

EDUCATION:

Ph.D. in Linguistics (September 1994)
Department of Linguistics & Philosophy, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
PhD Dissertation: On Economizing the Theory of A-Bar Dependencies

M.A. in Linguistics (June 1989)
Linguistics Institute, National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan
MA Thesis: On Extraction of Wh-Adjuncts in Chinese

B.A. in Chinese Linguistics and Philology (June 1986)
Department of Chinese Linguistics and Literature, National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS:

2021~

2017~2019
2010~2012

2008~2009

2008~2009

2006~2007
2002~2021

2000~2003
1998~2002

1994~1998

1989~1990

Distinguished Professor, Linguistics Institute, National Tsing Hua
University, Taiwan.

President, Linguistic Society of Taiwan

Vice Dean, College of Humanities & Social Sciences,

National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan.

Vice Dean, College of Humanities & Social Sciences,

National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan.

Chair, Department of Humanities & Social Sciences,

National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan.

Director, Linguistics Institute, National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan.
Professor, Linguistics Institute & Department of Chinese Literature (joint
appointment), National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan.

Director, Linguistics Institute, National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan.
Associate Professor, Linguistics Institute & Department of Chinese Literature
(joint appointment), National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan.

Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Linguistics and Literature,
National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan. (In 1995, the name of the department
has been changed to “Department of Chinese Literature™.)

Lecturer, Department of Chinese Linguistics and Literature, National Tsing
Hua University, Taiwan.

VISITING APPOINTMENTS:



February 2016 ~ March 2016
Visiting Scholar, Department of Chinese Studies, Leiden University, the Netherlands.
January 2015 ~ February 2015
Professeur Invité, I’'UFR Linguistique, I’Université Paris Diderot (Paris 7), France.
February 2014
Visiting Scholar, T. T. Ng Chinese Language Research Centre, Chinese University
of Hong Kong, Hong Kong.
January 2010 ~ January 2013
Adjunct Research Fellow, Center for Chinese Linguistics, Peking University, China.
February 2008 ~ July 2008
Visiting Scholar, Department of Linguistics and Philosophy, MIT, USA.
June 2006 ~
Adjunct Research Fellow, Center for Linguistics, Nanzan University, Japan.
October 2003 ~ June 2004
Visiting Exchange Fellow, International Institute for Asian Studies,
Leiden University, the Netherlands.
October 2000
Visiting Researcher, Zentrum fiir Allgemeine Sprachwissenschaft (ZAS, the Centre
for General Linguistics), Berlin, Germany.
August 1998 ~ July 1999
Visiting Associate Researcher, University of California, Irvine, USA.

RESEARCH INTERESTS:
Syntactic Theory, Syntax-Semantics Interface, Chinese Syntax, Austronesian Syntax.

TEACHING INTERESTS:

Syntax courses at all levels, introductory linguistics courses, topics on Chinese and
Austronesian linguistics, topics on the syntax-semantics interface, and Chinese
poetry chanting.

ACADEMIC HONORS:

2020  Outstanding Research Award, Ministry of Science and Technology, Taiwan.

2008 Outstanding Research Award, National Science Council, Taiwan.

2003  Award for Publication on Aboriginal Languages, Education & Culture,
Ministry of Education, Taiwan.

2000 Young Scholar Publication Award, Academia Sinica, Taiwan.

ACADEMIC GRANTS:

2022/8/1~2024/7/31 Research Grant, Ministry of Science and Technology, Taiwan
(MOST 111-2410-H-007-013-MY2)
"On the Embeddability of Non-canonical Wh-clauses in Chinese
and Vietnamese"
2020/8/1~2022/12/31 Research Grant, Ministry of Science and Technology, Taiwan
(MOST 109-2410-H-007-065-MY?2)
"A Comparative Syntactic Study of Flip-flop Sentences"
2017/1/1~2021/12/31 Excellence Grant, Ministry of Science and Technology, Taiwan



2017/8/1~2020/7/31

2014/8/1~2017/7/31

2012/8/1~2014/7/31

2012/8/1~2013/7/31

2009/8/1~2012/7/31

2008/8/1~2012/7/31

2007/8/1~2009/7/31

2006/8/1~2007/7/31

2005/7/1~2007/6/30

2005/8/1~2006/7/31

2004/8/1~2005/7/31

2003/8/1~2004/7/31

Co-investigator with Prof. Jason Chang

(MOST 106-2633-M-007-001 ~ MOST 109-2633-M-007-001)
"Integrated Study on Language Theory, Engineering, and Teaching
based on Data Science and Deep Learning"

Research Grant, Ministry of Science and Technology, Taiwan
(MOST 106-2410-H-007-030-MY3)

"A Comparative Syntactic Study of Weakly Tensed Languages"
Research Grant, Ministry of Science and Technology, Taiwan
(MOST 103-2410-H-007-026-MY3)

"A Comparative Syntactic Study of Evidentiality and Illocutionary
Force"

Research Grant, National Science Council of Taiwan

(NSC 101-2410-H-007-055-MY2)

"On the Symmetry between Atypical Wh-expressions and Modals"
Research Grant, Monsoon Asia and Multi-Cultures Program, Research
Center for Humanities & Social Sciences, National Tsing Hua Univ.
"A Cross-dialectal Study of the Interaction between the Subject
Specificity and Modals"

Research Grant, National Science Council of Taiwan

(NSC 98-2411-H-007-051-MY3)

"A Cross-linguistic Study of Modals and Modality"

Research Grant, Monsoon Asia and Multi-Cultures Program, Research
Center for Humanities & Social Sciences, National Tsing Hua Univ.
"A Cross-linguistic Study of Argument-introducing Strategies"
Research Grant, National Science Council of Taiwan

(NSC 96-2411-H-007-026)

"A Cross-linguistic Study of Causality and Comitativity"

Research Grant, National Science Council of Taiwan

(NSC 95-2411-H-007-022)

"A Comparative Study of Multiple Wh-Questions in Chinese,
Atayalic, and Slavic Languages"

Research Grant, Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation for International
Scholarly Exchange

"A Comparative Syntactic Study of Affected Arguments in
Mandarin and Taiwanese"

Research Grant, National Science Council of Taiwan

(NSC 94-2411-H-007-020)

"Only and Self in Squliq Atayal: A Case Study of Nanak"
Research Grant, National Science Council of Taiwan

(NSC 93-2411-H-007-003)

"A study of grammaticalization in Tsou"

Research Grant, National Science Council of Taiwan

(NSC 92-2411-H-007-022)

"A study of plurality, quantification and reciprocity in Tsou"

2003/10/1~2004/6/30 Visiting Grant, The International Institute for Asian Studies,

2002/8/1~2003/7/31

Leiden University
"Unselective Binding and Various Wide-Scope Effects in Chinese"

Research Grant, National Science Council of Taiwan
(NSC 91-2411-H-007-022)



"A study of lexical categories in Tsou"
2001/8/1~2002/7/31 Research Grant, National Science Council of Taiwan
(NSC 90-2411-H-007-019)
"A Study of Generic Sentences in Tsou"
2000/8/1~2001/7/31 Research Grant, National Science Council of Taiwan
(NSC 89-2411-H-007-046)
"A Study of Wh-adverbials in Tsou"
2000/8/1~2001/7/31 Research Grant, National Science Council of Taiwan
(NSC 89-2411-H-007-045)
"The Syntax and Semantics of Chinese Reflexive Adverbials"
1997/8/1~1998/7/31 Research Grant, National Science Council of Taiwan
(NSC 87-2411-H-007-152)
"The Syntax and Semantics of Chinese Subject Indefinites"

ACADEMIC SERVICE:

2013~ Editor of International Journal of Chinese Linguistics
(with Hongming Zhang and Ning Yu)

2021~ Editorial Board of Journal of Chinese Linguistics

2017~ Editorial Board of Studies in Prosodic Grammar

2016~ Editorial Board of Prosodic Studies

2012~ Associate Editorial Board of Linguistic Inquiry

2002~ Editorial Board of Taiwan Journal of Linguistics

2015~2018 Editorial Board of Tsing Hua Journal of Chinese Studies

2011~2013 Editorial Board of Tsing Hua Journal of Chinese Studies

2009~2011 International Editor of Gengo Kenkyu (Journal of the Linguistic Society
of Japan)

2005~2007 Editorial Board of Tsing Hua Journal of Chinese Studies

2003~2006 Editorial Board of Han Yu Xue Bao

2002~2007 Associate Editorial Board of The Linguistic Variation Yearbook

1999~2018 Editorial Board of Journal of East Asian Linguistics

PUBLICATIONS:
In English:

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (to appear) “On Embedding Force and Attitude: Evidence from Chinese
and Vietnamese non-canonical wh-expressions,” in Lukasz Jedrzejowski and Carla
Umbach (eds.), Non-interrogative Subordinate Wh-clauses. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (to appear) “Interrogative Clauses in Formosan Languages,” in Paul Jen-
kuei Li, Rik De Busser and Elizabeth Zeitoun (eds.), Handbook of Formosan Languages.
Leiden: Brill Publishers.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2022) “Topicalization defined by syntax,” in Chu-Ren Huang, Yen-
Hwei Lin and I-Hsuan Chen (eds.), Cambridge Handbook of Chinese Linguistics, 616-
634. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan and Ching-Yu Helen Yang (2022) “On the Syntax of Mirativity:
Evidence from Mandarin Chinese,” in Andrew Simpson (ed.), New Explorations in
Chinese Theoretical Syntax: Studies in Honor of Yen-Hui Audrey Li, 431-444. Amsterdam:
John Benjamins.



Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan and Tran Phan (2022) “On the Optionality of Verb Raising: A View
from flip-flop sentences in Chinese & Vietnamese,” Nanzan Linguistics 17: 189-202.
Phan, Tran and Wei-Tien Dylan Tsai (2022) “Surprise-denial/disapproval what-questions in
Vietnamese: a comparative perspective,” Journal of the Southeast Asian Linguistics

Society Special Publication 9: 168-191.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2021) “On Applicative Why-questions in Chinese,” in Gabriela Soare
(ed.), Why is 'Why' Unique? Its Syntactic and Semantic Properties, 197-218. Berlin: De
Gruyter Mouton.

Lau, Seng-Hian and Wei-Tien Dylan Tsai (2021) “Attitudinal Applicative in Action,” in Luigi
Rizzi and Fuzhen Si (eds.), Current Issues in Syntactic Cartography: A Cross-linguistic
Perspective, with Special Reference to Chinese, 243-259. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Lau, Seng-Hian and Wei-Tien Dylan Tsai (2020) “A Comparative Study of How & Why in
Taiwan Southern Min & Mandarin Chinese,” Language and Linguistics 21.2: 254-284.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2019) “Causality, Comitativity, Contrastivity, and Selthood,” in Jianhua
Hu and Haihua Pan (eds.), Interfaces in Grammar, 101-132. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2018) “High Applicatives are not High Enough: A Cartographic
Solution,” Lingua Sinica 4.1: 1-12.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2018) “Self and Only: A Comparative Study of Reflexive Adverbials in
Squliq Atayal and Mandarin Chinese,” in Gautam Sengupta, Shruti Sircar, Madhavi
Gayathri Raman, Rahul Balusu (eds.), Perspectives on the Architecture and Acquisition
of Syntax: Essays in Honour of R. Amritavalli, 149-170. Singapore: Springer.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2017) “On Split Affectivity in Chinese,” Tsing Hua Journal of Chinese
Studies 47.2: 407-432.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan, Ching-Yu Helen Yang, and Seng-hian Lau (2017) "Modal Licensing
and Subject Specificity in Mandarin and Taiwan Southern Min: a Cartographic Analysis,"
in Fuzhen Si (ed.), Studies in Cartographic Syntax, 69-98. Beijing: China Social Sciences
Press.Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2015) "A Case of V2 in Chinese," Studies in Chinese
Linguistics 36.2: 59-86.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2015) "A Tale of Two Peripheries: Evidence from Chinese adverbials,
light verbs, applicatives and object fronting," in Wei-Tien Dylan Tsai (ed.), The
Cartography of Chinese Syntax, 1-32. New York: Oxford University Press.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2015) "Subjecthood and Temporal Adjuncts in Atayal, Seediq and
Tsou," in Elizabeth Zeitoun, Stacy F. Teng and Joy J. Wu (eds.), New Advances in
Formosan Languages, 211-222. Canberra: Asia-Pacific Linguistics.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2015) "On the Topography of Chinese Modals," in Ur Shlonsky (ed.),
Beyond Functional Sequence, 275-294. New Y ork: Oxford University Press.

Lin, Jo-Wang and Wei-Tien Dylan Tsai (2015) "Restricting Non-restrictive Relatives in
Mandarin Chinese," in Li, Y.-H. Audrey, Andrew Simpson, and W.-T. Dylan Tsai (eds.),
Chinese Syntax in a Cross-linguistic Perspective, 100-127. New Y ork: Oxford University
Press.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2014) "Syntax-semantics mismatches, focus movement and light verb
syntax," in Huang, James C.-T. and Feng-hsi Liu (eds), 203-226. Peaches and Plums.
Language and Linguistics Monograph Series. Taipei: Academia Sinica.

Fujii, Tomohiro, Kensuke Takita, Barry Chung-Yu Yang and Wei-Tien Dylan Tsai (2014)
"Comparative Remarks on Wh-adverbials in Situ in Japanese and Chinese," in Mamoru
Saito (ed.) Japanese Syntax in Comparative Perspective, 181-205. New York: Oxford
University Press.

Kikushima, Kazunori and Wei-Tien Dylan Tsai (2013) "A Cartographic Study of Chinese and
Japanese Modal Constructions," in Yoichi Miyamoto, Daiko Takahashi, Hideki Maki,
Masao Ochi, Koji Sugisaki and Asako Uchibori (eds.), Deep Insights, Broad Perspectives:



Essays in Honor of Mamoru Saito, 167-191. Tokyo: Kaitakusha.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan and Chun-Ming Wu (2012) "Conjunctive Reduction Revisited: Evidence
from Mayrinax Atayal and Southern Paiwan," Oceanic Linguistics 51: 160-181.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2008) "On Relativizing Adverbials", Language and Linguistics 9.4:
967-984.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2008) "Object Specificity in Chinese: A view from the vP
periphery," The Linguistic Review 25: 479-502.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2008) "Left Periphery and How-Why Alternations", Journal
of East Asian Linguistics 17: 83-115.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2008) "Tense Anchoring in Chinese", Lingua 118: 675-686.

Stepanov, Arthur, and Wei-Tien Dylan Tsai (2008) "Cartography and Licensing of
WH-Adjuncts: A Cross-linguistic Perspective," Natural Language & Linguistic
Theory 26: 589-638.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2007) "Conjunctive Reduction and its Origin: A Comparative Study
of Tsou, Amis, and Squliq Atayal", Oceanic Linguistics 46: 585-602.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2006) "A Formal Study of Grammaticalization in Tsou," in Chang,
Henry Y., Lillian M. Huang, and Dah-an Ho (eds.) Streams Converging into an Ocean:
Festschrift in Honor of Professor Paul Jen-Kuei Li, 323-340, Academia Sinica.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2003) "Three Types of Existential Quantification in Chinese," in Li,
Audrey and Andrew Simpson (eds.) Functional Structure(s), Form and Interpretation:
Perspectives from Asian Languages, 161-179, RoutledgeCurzon, London.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2003) "Lexical Courtesy Revisited: Evidence from Tsou and
Seediq Wh-Constructions," Gengo Kenkyu [Journal of the Linguistic Society of Japan]
123, 331-361.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan and Melody Yayin Chang (2003) "Two Types of Wh-Adverbials:

A Typological Study of How and Why in Tsou," in The Linguistic Variation
Yearbook 3, 213-236. John Benjamins.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2001) "On Subject Specificity and Theory of Syntax-Semantics
Interface," Journal of East Asian Linguistics 10, 129-168.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2001) "On Object Specificity," in Jager, Gerhard, Anatoli Strigin,
Chris Wilder, Niina Zhang (eds.), Papers on Predicative Constructions, ZAS Papers
in Linguistics 22, 173-190, ZAS, Berlin.

Chang, Yung-li and Wei-Tien Dylan Tsai (2001) "Actor-sensitivity and Obligatory Control
in Kavalan and Some Other Formosan Languages," Language and Linguistics 2.1: 1-20.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (1999) On Economizing the Theory of A-Bar Dependencies,

Garland Publishing, New York.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (1999) "On Lexical Courtesy," Journal of East Asian Linguistics 8,
39-73.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (1999) "The Hows of Why and The Whys of How," in Francesca Del

Gobbo and Hidehito Hoshi (eds.),UCI Working Papers in Linguistics 5, 155-184.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (1998) "Subject Specificity, Copy Theory and Extended Mapping
Hypothesis," in Sauerland, Uli and Orin Percus (eds.) The Interpretive Tract, MIT
Working Papers in Linguistics 25, 1-28.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (1997) "On the Absence of Island Effects," Tsing Hua Journal of
Chinese Studies, New Series 27, 125-149.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (1997) "A Note on Wh-adjunct Asymmetries," Chinese Languages and
Linguistics I1I: Morphology and Lexicon, 469-493.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (1995) "Visibility, Complement Selection and the Case Requirement of
CP," Journal of East Asian Linguistics 4, 281-312.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (1994) "On Nominal Islands and LF Extraction in Chinese," Natural



Language & Linguistic Theory 12, 121-175.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (1994) "On Matching Syntax-Phonology Mismatches," in Carnie,
Andrew, Heidi Harley, and Tony Bures (eds.), Papers on Phonology and Morphology,
MITWPL 21, 355-377.
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In Korean:
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BOOKS:

Eax (2015) (EB I ZE—EEF 2 SARH) > A x I FRE D Ao
Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (1999) On Economizing the Theory of A-Bar Dependencies,
Garland Publishing, New York.

EDITED VOLUMES:
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Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan (2015) The Cartography of Chinese Syntax, New York: Oxford
University Press.

Li, Y.-H. Audrey, Andrew Simpson, and W.-T. Dylan Tsai (2015) Chinese Syntax in a Cross-
linguistic Perspective, New York: Oxford University Press.

Tsai, Wei-Tien Dylan and Su-ying Hsiao (2004) Special Issue: Syntax and Semantics,
Language & Linguistics 5.1.
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