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An Experimental Study of the Prosodic Syntax of Force Shift

Yang Yang Wei-Tien Dylan Tsai

Abstract In Mandarin, the illocutionary force of a wh — question (questioning) can
shift to that of whining. By investigating this noncanonical use of Mandarin question
words, this paper discusses the syntax, pragmatics and prosody of the force shift. Also,
we conduct a production study and the prosodic results have shown that, the whining force
conditions are marked with different stress pattern and intonation, as compared with the
string—identical wh —questions. In addition, the light verb (v°) position bears the stress
of the sentence and in order to retain the stress pattern, v° has to be either filled by an o-
vert v°, or attracting the duplication and movement of the verb at V° to v°, leaving the
verb at V° either deleted or kept in PF. The current study not only provides empirical evi-
dence for the light verb syntactic analysis of the force shift, but also enlightens the syntax
—prosody interface studies.

Keywords force shift, syntax of Chinese, prosodic experiment, syntax— prosody in-

terface
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